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Do You Like Ladybugs?
Jane Landreth

Whew! What’s that smell? 
Can you believe it is a cute 

little ladybug? Ladybugs release 
a yellow liquid that other ani-
mals find stinky. The smell helps 
ladybugs to stay safe from other 
insects and birds. It smells terrible, 
and it tastes even worse. If another 
animal tries to eat a ladybug once, 
it will not try again.

In nature, bright colors 
often warn other animals to stay 
away. So even the bright color of 
ladybugs warns other animals that 
ladybugs taste bad or might be 
poisonous. Ladybugs also protect 
themselves from their enemies by 
playing dead. They can turn over 
on their backs and play dead when 
other insects or birds try to catch 
them. When it is safe, ladybugs 
flip back over and fly away. Isn’t 
it interesting how God protects 
ladybugs?

Not all ladybugs are red with 
seven black spots. That is the 
most common color in North America, but there 
are some ladybugs that are orange, yellow, black, 
or even pink. They can have seven to 20 spots or 
stripes. There are even ladybugs with no spots at all!

Because of the name, you might think that all 
ladybugs are girls, but that is not true. There are boy 
ladybugs too!

Ladybugs have dome-shaped bodies with six 
short legs. Their heads are black with white patches 
on each side. They have two sets of wings. The outer 
set of wings is hard for protection. Ladybugs use 
the inner set of wings to fly. 

Girl ladybugs lay their eggs on the underside 
of leaves. In a few days, the eggs hatch. Ladybugs 
go through four stages to become adults. At first, 
ladybugs are soft with no spots. During the fourth 
stage, the bugs’ shells harden, and their final spots 

appear. 
In the fall, ladybugs look for shelter. Thousands 

of ladybugs might hibernate together to stay warm. 
They hibernate in rotting logs, in piles of leaves, 
and sometimes inside houses. Have you ever seen a 
ladybug in your house? If you have, it might mean 
that winter is coming!

Ladybugs are helpful to gardeners and farmers. 
They eat aphids, which are insects that are harmful 
to plants. Did you know a ladybug eats between 
50 and 75 aphids in a day and 5,000 aphids in a 
lifetime? That is a lot of eating!

Ladybugs live all over the world except in 
the polar regions. Even people who don’t like 
insects often think ladybugs are cute. Do you like 
ladybugs? Even if you don’t, you have to admit that 
God created ladybugs to be quite interesting. 



Do and Say
Study these suggestions for something to do each 
day besides reading the lesson story. Select those 
that are appropriate for your child’s developmental 
stage, and repeat them often. The Baby Steps story 
complements the third suggestion.

• Review the memory verse. Sing the memory 
verse song if you can.

• Read the Bible story interactively with your child.
• Read the Baby Steps story together, and then 

hug your child.
• Talk about why Sarah was first sad (make sad 

faces) and then happy (make happy faces and 
laugh together).

• Talk about your child’s name and how and why 
it was chosen.

Mommy hugs a long, long time.
Daddy’s hugs are cozy and 

strong.
Abigail gives hugs too.
Abigail gives the biggest hugs  

she can.
She calls them “Abigail hugs.”
Abigail is glad God made  

arms to hug.

This Baby Steps story teaches your child 
that God made things like hugs because 
He loves us.

Abigail 
Hugs
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Lesson 3 for March 2020
Memory Verse: “Love each other” (John 15:12, NIV).
References: Genesis 18:1–16; 21:1–8; Patriarchs and 
Prophets, p. 146.
The Message: People in families love one another.

Sarah’s Baby
Abraham held Sarah’s hand. He put his arm 

around her. [Put your arm around your 
child.] He patted her back. [Pat your child’s 
back.]

“Boo-hoo,” she cried.
“Don’t be sad!” Abraham said kindly. He 

loved his wife, Sarah.
Whom do you love?
Sarah blew her nose. Can you blow your 

nose? Sarah wiped her cheeks. [Pat your child’s 
cheeks.] She looked at Abraham. “I always 
wanted a baby of my very own!” she whis-
pered. “But now I am too old!”

“I want a baby too,” Abraham 
answered. “God said He would give us a 
son. But now we are so old.”

One day Abraham saw three men. 
[Hold up three fingers and count them.] 
They were standing near Abraham’s tent. 
“Come and rest awhile,” he called. “Rest 
in the shade of this tree. I will bring you 
food.”

The men smiled. “Thank you very 
much,” they said. The three men sat down 
under the tree. 

Abraham hurried into his tent. “Sarah,” 

he said, “we have company. Please bake some 
bread.”

The servants helped Abraham and Sarah fix 
the food. Can you mix some bread?

Mix the bread,
Mix the bread.
Sarah can, Sarah can.
Bake us a loaf as fast as you can.
Mix it and knead it
And pat it with glee.
Bake it in the oven for our visitors three!

Soon the food was ready. Abraham took it 
to the visitors.

“Where is your wife?” one Man asked.
“She’s in the tent,” Abraham said.
“I will come back and see you next year,” 

Parents: Ensure that this Bible story becomes part of your child’s spiritual heritage by reinforcing  
it at home all week. The Baby Steps story and the “Do and Say” activities will help you. 
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the Man said. 
“And when I 
come, your wife, 
Sarah, will have 

her very own 
baby boy.”

Sarah 
heard the 

Man, and she laughed at what the Man said. 
[Laugh aloud.] She felt she was too old to 
have a baby.

Where is Sarah? [Point to her.] There is 
Sarah! Near the tent. “Why did Sarah laugh?” 
the Man asked. “She thinks she is too old. 
But is anything too hard for the Lord?”

Then Abraham knew the Man was really 
the Lord.

Abraham and Sarah did have a baby 
boy! [Pretend to hold a baby in your arms.] 
They named him Isaac. His name means 
“He laughs.” Sarah and Abraham loved Isaac. 
[Hug your child.] People in families love one 
another. 
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Lesson 13 for March 28–April 3, 2020
Memory Verse: “Let us love one another, for love 
comes from God” (1 John 4:7, NIV).
References: Genesis 18:1–15; 21:1–7; Patriarchs and 
Prophets, pp. 145, 146.
The Message: People in Christian families love each 
other. 

Sarah’s 
Special Baby
Has something special ever happened to you? 
Something that you didn’t know would happen? 
God gave Abraham and Sarah something special, 
and it made them very happy.

Abraham sat quietly in the shade in front 
of his tent. It was too hot, especially for 

an old man like Abraham. He gazed out at the 
pastures in front of him. Why, three men were 
walking out there! It was much too hot for them 
to be out in the middle of the day!

Abraham scrambled to his feet and hurried 
to greet the men. “Please stay with me for 
a while,” he said as he bowed low before 
them. “I will have some water brought to 
wash your dusty feet. Rest under this shade 
tree while I get you something to eat.”

“Thank you,” answered the men. “It will 
be good to rest.”

Abraham hurried to Sarah and asked 
her to make some fresh bread. Then he told 
his servant to get some food ready for their 
visitors.  

When the food was ready, Abraham 
served it himself. He stood nearby while 
the men ate. One of the men looked up at 
Abraham. Abraham didn’t know it then, 
but that Man was the Lord. “Where is 
Sarah, your wife?” the Man asked.

“She’s in the tent,” Abraham answered.
Then the Man said to Abraham, “I will 

be back about this time next year. By then, 
your wife will have a son of her very own.”

Sarah heard the Man, and she laughed! I am 
ninety years old! she thought to herself. That’s 
much too old to have a baby!

Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did 
Sarah laugh? Why did she say, ‘I am too old to 
have a baby’? Is anything too hard for the Lord? 
No! I will return to you next year, and Sarah 
will be holding her own baby boy in her arms.”

Sarah put her hand over her mouth. How 
could that Man know her thoughts? There was 
only one way. That Man must be the Lord!

And what the Lord promised came true. 
Sarah did have a baby boy—a little baby boy 
of her very own! When he was born, Sarah 
told Abraham, “I want to name this baby Isaac 
because that means ‘He laughs.’ The Lord has 
made me so happy, I want to laugh all the time,” 
she said with a beautiful smile. “And everyone 
who hears this story will laugh with me. I was 
much too old to have a baby!” Sarah exclaimed. 
“But the Lord gave me one! Praise the name of 
the Lord!”

It’s true! The Man was right. Nothing is too 
hard for the Lord. 

Eric Comes to Visit
Rob Robinson

M arcus was so excited! His new friend Eric was 
not sick anymore. And Mrs. Siu was coming 

over to their house on Sunday, so Eric and Marcus 
could play together.

Marcus could hardly wait for Eric and his 
mommy to get there. Marcus stared out the win-
dow and looked down at the sidewalk below his 
apartment. He watched everyone walking in front 
of his apartment building. Then he ran over to the 
door and looked out in the hallway for Eric and his 
mother.

When Marcus was helping Mommy fold some 
clothes, he heard knock, knock, knock at the door. It 
was Eric and his mommy!

“Eric, I’m glad you aren’t sick anymore. Let’s 
go to my room and play with my cars,” Marcus 
suggested.

“Marcus,” Mommy interrupted, “first I need 
you to help me finish folding the towels.”

“OK, Mommy,” Marcus said. He helped his 
mommy fold the towels and even showed Eric how 
to fold a towel. When the towels were all folded, 
Marcus and Eric helped put the towels away in the 
closet.

While Mommy and Mrs. Siu visited, the two 
boys went off to Marcus’s bedroom to play. “But we 
can’t have any quarreling between the two of us. 
Friends don’t do that,” Marcus explained.

Soon Daddy came home from jogging. 

Mommy said, “I have another load of dirty clothes 
that’s ready to go in the washing machine down-
stairs. Would you take it down for me?” she asked 
Daddy.

“Oh, yes, I will take it down for you,” Daddy 
replied. He picked up the laundry basket full of 
dirty clothes and took them downstairs to put in 
the washing machine.

Just then Marcus came out from playing in his 
bedroom. “Mommy, I have a question to ask you.”

Mommy bent over so that Marcus could 
whisper in her ear. “Can Eric stay and eat lunch 
at my house? That way we can play for a whole lot 
longer.”

Mommy whispered back, “I’ll ask Mrs. Siu if 
that’s OK, and I will let you know.” Marcus headed 
back to his bedroom but stopped right by the hall-
way corner to hear what Mrs. Siu would say.

Mommy asked Mrs. Siu, “Would it be all right 
for Eric to stay for the afternoon and have lunch 
with us? He and Marcus are having such a good 
time playing together. You’re welcome to join us 
too.”

“That would be very nice,” Mrs. Siu replied.
“Yippee!” Marcus shrieked from around the 

corner.
“You are such a kind family,” Mrs. Siu said. “I 

just can’t figure out why you would be so kind to 
my family.”

Just then Marcus came bound-
ing down the hallway and back into 
the living room. “I know why we are 
kind,” Marcus volunteered. “God 
loves us, and He wants us to love 
others too.”

And then Marcus dashed back 
to his bedroom to play with his new 
friend Eric. And Mommy returned to 
talking to her new friend Mrs. Siu. 

Kindergarten Lesson Message: People 
in Christian families love each other.
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Parents: Daily lesson activities can be found in the Kindergarten Bible Study Guide (quarterly).  
The page 7 story will help you help your child apply the lesson story to his or her life. 77



“I would like that very much,” Joseph said. He sat 
Sock Monkey on the couch. “Stay here,” Joseph said 
to his toy.

Joseph put on his shoes. “Granny, will you tie 
my shoes?” he asked. 

Granny took Joseph’s hand, and they walked 
down the sidewalk.

“Look,” Granny said. “There is a little boy just 
like you and a granny just like me on the sidewalk.”

Joseph looked down at his feet and tried to step 
on the little boy that Granny was talking about. 
“Shadows,” he said. “Where did they come from?”

Granny patted Joseph’s head and the shadow 
Granny patted her little boy’s head.

“God put the sun in the sky,” Granny said. 
“When it shines behind us, we are blocking the 
light, so we can see ourselves on the sidewalk. See 
how we make people shapes and the trees make tree 
shapes?”

Joseph stepped off the sidewalk and looked at 
the wildflowers growing there. “Why are there so 
many flowers?” he asked.

“God made all kinds of flowers for us to enjoy,” 
Granny said. “See all the different colors?”

Joseph grabbed Granny’s hand and pulled her 
along. “Hurry to the park,” he said.

Joseph jumped over a crack in the sidewalk. 
He stopped and walked back to the crack. “Look, 
Granny,” he said. “That flower is growing all by itself 
without any dirt. Why is one flower in the sidewalk 
and all the others are in the grass?”

“That flower is reaching down to the dirt and 
the water under the sidewalk,” Granny said. “We 
can’t see the dirt, but it is down there. The roots are 
hiding under the sidewalk, getting food and water 
for the flower.”

“God gave that flower a shadow,” Joseph said. “It 
isn’t all by itself. It has a shadow friend.” 

“God is giving that flower everything that it 
needs,” Granny said. “Just like God always supplies 
all of our needs. Did you know it says that in the 
Bible? And the Bible talks about how God dresses 
the flowers in all of their bright colors.” 

“I hear lots of children,” Joseph said. “Can we 
find some boys to play with me?”

“Yes,” Granny said. “God is giving you what you 
need too.” 
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What Joseph 
Needs

Mary Sleeman Grones 

Joseph woke up and rubbed his eyes. “Where’s 
Sock Monkey?” he asked.
Joseph sat up and looked around. He didn’t re-

member falling asleep in this big bed. But there was 
his monkey, down by his foot.

“Monkey,” he said. Joseph hugged his monkey 
and tried not to cry.

Joseph remembered that he was at Granny’s 
house. Mother was working today. Joseph hugged his 
monkey and went to the kitchen to find his granny.

“Granny,” Joseph said. “Sock Monkey didn’t 
remember that we were at your house.”

“Is Sock Monkey hungry?” Granny asked. “Why 
don’t you share a banana with him while I pour 
some milk for you?”

Joseph chose a banana from Granny’s fruit bowl. 
“I don’t have anyone to play with,” he said.

“Would you like to walk to the park?” Granny asked.
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