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A Surprise  
for Mommy



Connect the dots by following the numbers.
What is Jesus reading?  A _____________. 3
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A Surprise for Mommy
Jane Landreth

L et’s ask Daddy to help us,” Isabella said to her 
brother, Elia. “Maybe he will have an idea about 

what we can do for Mother’s Day.” 
“Good idea,” Elia agreed. 
The children’s mother was a nurse who worked 

nights at the hospital. Mommy often told Isabella 
and Elia that she was glad to work nights. That way 
she could be home with them during the day. She 
enjoyed reading Bible stories to them and telling 
them about Jesus.

“Daddy, what can we do for Mother’s Day?” 
Isabella asked as she and Elia walked into the living 
room.

“Tomorrow is Mother’s Day, and we don’t have a 
gift,” Elia explained. 

Daddy put down his Bible and looked at the 
children. “I have been thinking about that,” he said. 
“We should surprise Mommy in the morning when 
she comes home from work.” 

“We don’t have any money to buy a gift,” Isabella 
said sadly. 

“Let’s think of some things we can do 
without money,” Daddy said. 

Elia put his hand to his forehead 
while he was thinking. “Maybe I could 
draw Mommy a picture,” he said. 

“I noticed violets outside the back 
door,” Isabella said. “Maybe I could make 
a bouquet. Could you help me cut a few 
violets, Daddy? I know where Mommy 
keeps the flower vases.”

“Those are good ideas,” Daddy said. 
“Let’s have sundown worship, and then 
we can get busy.” 

After worship, Elia raced to his room 
for paper and crayons to draw his picture. 
He began drawing a picture of Mommy 
reading to him and his sister. 

Isabella and Daddy went outside to 
cut a few violets. When they came back 
inside, Isabella put the violets in a pretty 
vase. 

Just before bedtime, Daddy and the 

children made blueberry muffins. “They will still 
be fresh tomorrow when Mommy comes home,” 
Daddy said. “And they are her favorite!” 

Isabella and Elia had a hard time going to sleep. 
They were excited to surprise Mommy the next day. 

In the morning, Isabella and Elia woke up and 
got dressed long before Mommy came home. They 
helped Daddy set plates and glasses on the table. 
Isabella placed her violet bouquet in the middle of 
the table. Daddy put the sweet-smelling muffins on 
the table. Elia placed his picture next to Mommy’s 
plate. 

Soon they heard the door open. The children 
ran to meet Mommy. “Close your eyes,” Elia said, 
leading Mommy into the kitchen. “Now you can 
open them.” 

“Oh, how beautiful!” Mommy cried out with 
excitement.

“Happy Mother’s Day!” they all yelled.
“This is my best Mother’s Day ever!” Mommy as-

sured them. “Thank you for making it so special.” 



Do and Say
Study these suggestions for something to do each 
day besides reading the lesson story. Select those 
that are appropriate for your child’s developmental 
stage, and repeat them often. The Baby Steps story 
complements the third suggestion.

• Review the memory verse. Sing the memory 
verse song if you can.

• Read the Bible story interactively with your 
child.

• Read the Baby Steps story together, and then 
pretend you are driving to church.

• Start a Sabbath tradition. Light special Sabbath 
candles at sundown Friday night or at Friday 
supper. Talk about how Jesus’ family did this.

• Use toy blocks or other building materials to 
make a church. Do the finger play “Here Is the 
Church.”

Going to 
Church

I am too small to drive.
I can barely see out the window.
But I know where I am going.
I am going to church.
Vroom, vroom.
Vroom, vroom.

This Baby Steps story can help teach your 
child that we come to church because we 
love Jesus.
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Lesson 2 for May 2020
Memory Verse: “Let us go to the house of the Lord” 
(Psalm 122:1, NIV).
References: Luke 4:16–22; The Desire of Ages, pp. 
236, 237.
The Message: We come to church because we love 
Jesus.

Jesus Goes  
to Church
L ittle Jesus likes going to church. (Point to 

Jesus.) Little Jesus sings at church. (Sing a 
song together.) At church, the 
rabbi reads the Bible scroll. 
(Make a scroll by rolling up 
some paper.) Little Jesus 
likes to hear the rabbi read 
the Bible scroll.

Jesus comes to the syna-
gogue church. “How big Jesus 
has grown!” the men whis-
per. (Tell your child, “ Show 
me how you’ve grown.”) Jesus 
likes to be at His church. He 
likes to sing and pray with 
friends. (Sing a song together 
and pray.)

Jesus takes the Bible 
scroll. (Pretend to open a 
Bible scroll.) Shh! (Hold a fin-
ger to your lips and whisper.) 

Listening, listening. The big people listen. 
The children listen. (Put a finger across your 
lips.) Shh! Nobody talks. Everyone smiles. 
(Smile at your child.) Jesus will read the Bible 
scroll.

Jesus opens the Bible scroll. He finds the 
place to read. Jesus looks at the people. He 
smiles at them. (Smile at your child.) “Hear the 
Word of the Lord,” He says. (Hold a finger to 
your lips and whisper.) Shh! Listen to Jesus read.

Jesus is reading the Bible scroll. 
“ ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me,’ ” He 

reads (Luke 4:18, NIV).
The big people listen. (Point to the big 

people.) The children listen. (Point to the 

Parents: Ensure that this Bible story becomes part of your child’s spiritual heritage by reinforcing  
it at home all week. The Baby Steps story and the “Do and Say” activities will help you. 
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children.) 
The Bible 

scroll is telling 
about Jesus. “This 
is about Me,” 
Jesus says.

The Bible 
reading is all fin-
ished. Jesus sits 
down. All the 

people think about Jesus’ words.
Jesus likes us to hear His story. 
He is glad we go to church each Sabbath.
Jesus likes to hear us sing and pray. (Sing 

a familiar song and pray.) 
The Bible says, “Let us go to the house of 

the Lord” (Psalm 122:1, NIV). 



Lesson 6 for May 9–15, 2020
Memory Verse: “Let us go to the house of the Lord” 
(Psalm 122:1, NIV).
References: Luke 4:16–22; The Desire of Ages, pp. 
236–243.
The Message: We worship God in Sabbath School 
and church.

Jesus Reads 
in Church
What is your favorite thing about Sabbath School 
and church? Do you like the songs or the stories? 
Do you like to be with your friends? Jesus liked to 
go to church on Sabbath too!

When Jesus was a little boy, He probaby 
helped His father Joseph in the carpenter 

shop. He was busy! But when Sabbath came, 

Jesus did not work. After work on Friday, and 
before sunset, He put everything away. The shop 
was nice and neat. 

Jesus went to church with His family and 
His friends on Sabbath. At church, people 
listened to stories read from the Bible scrolls. 
They would talk about the stories. They would 
pray together. Jesus loved to go to His church in 
Nazareth!

When Jesus grew up, He left Nazareth. 
It was time for Him to help people in other 
towns. Wherever He went, He would go to 
church and teach the people more about God’s 
love.

After Jesus had been away for a while, He 
went back to visit His family and friends in 
Nazareth. It was so good to see everyone! The 
people of Nazareth had been hearing stories 
about Him. They knew that Jesus had made 
some people well. They knew He had helped 

many people.
Soon it was Sabbath. Jesus was 

happy to worship God in Nazareth 
again. The people were happy to see 
Him. They asked Him to read from the 
Bible scroll. 

Jesus was happy to read. He liked 
to help in church.

A helper in the church probably 
picked out a Bible scroll for Jesus to 
read. It was from the part of the Bible 
called Isaiah. Jesus took the Bible scroll 
in His hands and began to read. When 
Jesus stopped reading, He talked about 
the words He had just read.

We like to go to church on 
Sabbath. We like to worship God with 
our family and friends too! We sing 
songs to tell God, “I love You!” We 
read from His Bible book and talk 
about the stories. We pray. We like to 
worship God just as Jesus did. Sabbath 
really is a happy day!

When you go to Sabbath School 
and church on Sabbath, you are telling 
Jesus that you love Him. 

Visiting Grandma’s Church
Rob Robinson

E lizabeth was so excited to be at Grandma and 
Grandpa’s house for vacation. Grandma and 

Grandpa had come to visit Elizabeth at her house 
many times. But Elizabeth had never been to her 
grandma and grandpa’s house before. There were 
so many things to see and do!

There was an upstairs, a downstairs, a base-
ment, and an attic. Elizabeth had never seen a 
house that had so many places where she could 
play hide-and-seek with her daddy.

Out in the backyard, Grandpa had a hammock 
stretched between two trees. Elizabeth had a hard 
time learning how to climb into the hammock with-
out falling off! And Grandma had a huge garden. 

Elizabeth had fun helping Grandma and 
Grandpa; she helped them pick flowers from the 
garden, fill the bird feeder with food, and even 
carry dirty clothes down to the washing machine 
in the basement.

On Friday, Grandma told Elizabeth, “You’ve 
been such a good helper all week at home. Would 
you be my helper tomorrow at church? I have some 
special jobs that you can help me with,” Grandma 
explained.

“I’ll help you,” Elizabeth said. “I love to help!”

Sabbath morning Elizabeth got up quickly. She 
ate her breakfast. She brushed her hair. She even 
brushed her teeth twice!

At church, Grandpa stood by the door to shake 
hands with people when they arrived at church. 
Today Elizabeth was the first person he got to 
welcome.

“Welcome to our church,” Grandpa said as he 
shook her hand. “I don’t believe I’ve seen you here 
before.”

Elizabeth giggled as she shook her 
grandpa’s hand. “Oh, Grandpa. You know 
me. I’m Elizabeth.”

Then Elizabeth followed her grandma 
to the church office. Grandma picked up 
some bundles of papers and magazines. 
“Our job is to take all of these papers to 
the Sabbath School rooms so the children 
can have their Bible stories to take home 
today,” Grandma explained. 

Grandma handed Elizabeth a stack of 
Our Little Friends. “We’ll take these to the 
Beginner’s class,” Grandma said.

Together they took Bible story papers 
downstairs to the Beginner’s room, then 
to Kindergarten, and then to Primary be-
fore going all the way back upstairs to the 

Junior room. Finally, all the Bible story papers were 
delivered to their Sabbath School rooms.

“Grandma,” Elizabeth began, “I like helping you 
at church, but my feet are tired from all that walk-
ing. Can I just go to my Sabbath School class now?”

Grandma chuckled and gave Elizabeth a hug. 
“Of course, you may. Thank you so much for helping 
me today. Will you be my helper again next week?”

Elizabeth looked at her grandma. She looked 
down at her feet. Then she looked at her grandma 
again and said, “I’ll always help you—even if my 
feet are tired!” 

Kindergarten Lesson Message: We worship God in 
Sabbath School and church.
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Parents: Daily lesson activities can be found in the Kindergarten Bible Study Guide (quarterly).  
The page 7 story will help you help your child apply the lesson story to his or her life. 77



A Card for Jesus
Sharon B. Miller

K endra looked at the colored paper, crayons, 
markers, pieces of foam, and envelopes. Mother 

had been taking a craft class and was learning how to 
make cards. Now she was teaching Kendra too.

“This will be fun,” Mama said, sitting down across 
the table. “I enjoy it when we make something special 
to let people know that we love them.”

“It is fun,” Kendra agreed.
“Here are some flowers that you can draw around 

with a pencil,” Mama said, holding out several flowers 
made of cardboard.

“Can we cut out flowers and glue them to the 
card?” Kendra asked.

Mama nodded. “But first we need to take a piece 
of heavy paper and fold it to the size of a greeting 
card.”

Kendra watched her mother fold a sheet of paper 
in half and then fold it again.

“Perfect!” Kendra said excitedly. “I can do that.” 

She took a sheet and folded it as her mother had.
“That is good,” her mother said, smiling. She held 

up an envelope. “Your card will fit into this envelope. 
You can mail it to Grandma and Grandpa if you 
would like.”

“I do want to make them a card,” Kendra said. 
Next, she took sheets of colored paper and traced 
flowers on them. 

“Here are scissors that you can use to cut out your 
flowers,” Mama said.

Kendra carefully began to cut out the paper flow-
ers. Then she placed the flowers on the white folded 
card she had made.

“What do you think, Mama?” she asked.
“You have made a beautiful card,” her mother 

said. “The next step is to use glue to attach the flowers 
to your card. On the inside of the card, you can put a 
message to say that Grandma and Grandpa are very 
special to you and that you love them.”

Carefully, Kendra glued the flowers she had cut 
out to the card she was making. Then she slowly 
copied a message inside that her mother printed out 
for her.

“This is really fun,” Kendra said happily.
“Do you want to make another card?” 

Mama asked.
Kendra nodded. “I want to make one for 

someone really special.”
“All right,” Mama said. “Who do you want 

to make this special card for?”
“Well,” Kendra said thoughtfully. “I could 

make one for you and for Papa. And I will, but 
first I want to make a card for Jesus. I want to tell 
Him that He is my special Friend and that I love 
Him.”

“I think that is a wonderful idea,” Mama 
said, smiling.

“In Sabbath School, Mrs. Olney said we 
need to tell Jesus that we love Him.”

Kendra sighed. “Mama, do you think Jesus 
will know that I have made Him a special card? 
I can’t mail it to Him. But I can put it on the 
refrigerator like I do the other pictures I draw.”

Mama nodded, smiling. “Yes, honey. The 
Bible tells us He knows everything we do. Jesus 
will know that you have made Him a special 
card to tell Him that you love Him.” 
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