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God gave each of His creatures
unique ears to help them hear.
Name the animals, then circle 
their special ears.

Emily’s Loose Tooth
Karen Carlton

D addy, my tooth hurts,” Emily cried. 
“Everything I eat makes my tooth hurt.”

Daddy looked at Emily’s front tooth. “It does look 
really loose. If you pull it out, it will feel better.”

Emily covered her mouth with her hand. “It hurts 
too much to pull it out!”

The next day Emily and her sister were leaving to 
spend three days with their cousins. The cousins lived 
in a cabin while their mommy and daddy worked at 
a summer camp. “I can’t wait to see our cousins and 
go swimming in the lake!” Emily buckled up her seat 
belt. “But what if Auntie Brenda doesn’t know what to 
do with a loose tooth?”

Mommy laughed. “If Auntie Brenda doesn’t 
know what to do with your loose tooth, there is a 
nurse at camp. I’m sure she will know what to do!”

When Emily and her sister arrived at camp, 
Auntie Brenda had lunch ready. “I have a loose tooth, 
so I can’t eat. When I eat, it hurts.” Emily 
sighed.

“May I see your loose tooth?” Auntie 
Brenda asked. “I can see that your tooth is 
loose. I have a Popsicle that might make your 
tooth feel better because it’s cold.” 

Emily tried to suck on the Popsicle. It did 
taste good, but the Popsicle kept bumping her 
loose tooth. 

After lunch, Auntie Brenda suggested that 
they go talk to the nurse. “Maybe the nurse 
knows how to help your loose tooth. And 
Jesus can help you be brave.”

They walked across camp to the nurse’s 
cabin. The nurse was sitting in a lawn chair in 
front of her cabin. “Hello!” she said. “Are you 
coming to visit me?”

Emily held Auntie Brenda’s hand. “My 
tooth is loose, and it hurts really bad.” She 
swiped at the tear that rolled down her cheek. 
Jesus, help me be brave, she prayed silently.

“Oh, that is so exciting!” The nurse 
smiled. “That means that you are growing! 
When you have a loose tooth, that means 
that a new big-girl tooth is ready to come in. I 

know just the trick to help your tooth feel better!”
The nurse washed her hands and put some gloves 

on. Then she picked up a little white square of cloth. 
“This is gauze. It works really well to help your tooth 
come out. May I see your little tooth, please?” 

Emily opened her mouth. Very gently the nurse 
folded the gauze over the loose tooth. She carefully 
twisted the tooth and then smiled. She opened up the 
gauze and showed Emily her tooth. It was tiny and 
white. “You were very brave and held still very well.” 
The nurse patted Emily’s shoulder.

Emily smiled. “It didn’t even hurt when you 
pulled out my tooth, and now it doesn’t hurt 
anymore! Thank you!” 

“Now you may call your mommy and tell her 
how Jesus helped you to be brave,” Auntie Brenda said. 
“Jesus made your tooth get loose and the new one 
start to grow in! I’m so glad you could be brave!” OLF 
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Do and Say
Study these suggestions for something to do each 
day besides reading the lesson story. Select those 
that are appropriate for your child’s developmental 
stage, and repeat them often. The Baby Steps story 
complements the third suggestion.

• Review the memory verse. Sing the memory 
verse song if you can.

• Read the Bible story interactively with your child.
• Read the Baby Steps story together, and when 

your child takes a bath, say, “You are such a 
good helper! You keep your body clean.”

• Play a shadow game. Have your child copy 
what you do (dust furniture, put away toys, 
and so on).

• Make a bed for Samuel with a bath mat or 
towel. Help your child roll up and unroll the 
“bed” as Samuel did.

“Pedro, it’s time to take a bath and 
get ready.”

“OK, Papá,” Pedro says.
Papá starts the bathwater.
“I have soap to clean my body.”
“Soap is a good idea,” Papá says.
“I have a washcloth to scrub with,” 

Pedro says.
“You will be all clean, won’t you?” 

Papá says.
“Yes. I will be all clean and ready for 

Sabbath,” Pedro says.

This Baby Steps story can help teach your 
child to be God’s little helper.

Pedro Takes a Bath

Lesson 1 for July 2020
Memory Verse: “Little Samuel was helping the Lord” 
(1 Samuel 3:1, TLB).
References: 1 Samuel 3:1–10; Patriarchs and 
Prophets, pp. 581, 582.
The Message: We are God’s little helpers.

Samuel 
Listens 
to God
L ittle Samuel lives at God’s tent. 

Little Samuel has work to do. He 
is Priest Eli’s helper. 

(Make a little tent by draping a 
cloth over a table. As you make the 
tent with your child, sing, “Samuel 
was a helper, helper, helper. Samuel 
was a helper, helping at God’s tent.”)

See Little Samuel. See his broom. 
Little Samuel has a job to do. He 
sweeps around God’s tent.  

Little Samuel is Priest Eli’s helper. 
Little Samuel is God’s helper too. 
(Make a tent and sweep. Sing, “Samuel 
was a helper, helper, helper. Samuel 
was a helper, sweeping at God’s tent.”)

Little Samuel has a job to do. He 
polishes the candlestick.

Little Samuel is Priest Eli’s helper. Little 
Samuel is God’s helper too. (Light a candle on a 
table, out of reach. Let your child blow the candle 
out. Clap and affirm your child for helping. Sing, 
“Samuel was a helper, helper, helper. Samuel was 
a helper, polishing the candlestick.”)

It is night at God’s tent. (Make two beds on 
the floor with quilts.) Priest Eli sleeps in his bed. 
(Lie down as if you are Eli.) 

Samuel snuggles in his bed. (Have your child 
lie down.) Samuel is not asleep. He is looking at 
the curtains. (Sing, “Samuel, little helper, helper, 
helper. Samuel, little helper, now it’s time to sleep.”) 

Shh! Eli is sleeping. (Snore softly.)
“Sam-u-el!” (Call out, then whisper.) Shh! 

Who is calling? (Pause.) “Samuel!” (Call loudly 
again.) It must be Eli. 
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Parents: Ensure that this Bible story becomes part of your child’s spiritual heritage by reinforcing  
it at home all week. The Baby Steps story and the “Do and Say” activities will help you.
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Little Samuel runs to 
Eli. “Here I am!” he says. 
“You called me.”

“No,” Priest Eli re-
plies. (Shake your head.) 
“I did not call. Run back 
to bed.” (Repeat this 

twice, making Eli sound more emphatic 
each time.) 

“Go back to bed, Little Samuel,” says 
Priest Eli. “Next time say, ‘Speak, Lord. 
Your helper is listening.’ ” 

So Samuel goes back to bed. (Have 
your child pretend to sleep.)

“Sam-u-el,” God calls again. 
Samuel sits up and says (Wait for 

your child to sit up.), “Speak, Your helper 
is listening.” 

And God gave special messages to 
His little helper. (Hug your child as you 
whisper in your child’s ear, “Samuel was 
God’s little helper. And you can be God’s 
helper too.”) OLF



Lesson 2 for July 11–17, 2020 
Memory Verse: “For his whole life he will be given 
. . . to the Lord” (1 Samuel 1:28, NIV).
References: 1 Samuel 1:20–28; 2:18–21; Patriarchs 
and Prophets, pp. 572–574.
The Message: We serve God when we help God’s 
leaders.

Hannah’s 
Gift to God

Have you ever wondered about people who 
help at church? You can help too.

H annah and her husband, Elkanah, had been 
to the tabernacle at Shiloh to worship the 

Lord. And Hannah had prayed for a baby. Old 
Priest Eli had asked God to give her what she 
had prayed for. 

Hannah was so happy! And it wasn’t very 
long before everybody knew why. Everyone 

could see that Hannah was going to have a 
baby!

And then one day Hannah’s baby boy was 
born. Hannah may have looked at her beautiful 
baby’s dark, curly hair and his cute little ears. 
She probably touched his soft skin and counted 
his tiny toes. Hannah named her baby Samuel 
because that name means “heard of God.” She 
had asked God for a son, and He had heard her.

The next year when it was time to go to 
worship the Lord at Shiloh again, Elkanah went, 
but Hannah stayed home. “I will wait until the 
baby can feed himself,” she said to her husband. 
“Then I will take him to the tabernacle. And he 
will stay there and serve the Lord.”

So when Samuel grew old enough to eat 
regular food, Hannah took him to the taberna-
cle, just as she had promised. “Do you remem-
ber me?” she asked Eli. “I stood here and prayed 
to the Lord for a son. He gave me this beautiful 
boy, and now I am giving him back to the Lord. 
My boy will belong to the Lord all of his life.” 

Little Samuel looked up at Priest Eli. He was 
not afraid to stay at the tabernacle with him. 
Even though he was still a little boy, he could 
help God’s leader, Priest Eli. 

Hannah missed her boy very much! Now 
she looked forward all year to going to worship 
at the tabernacle. Every year Hannah took a 
new coat to Samuel. And every year Priest Eli 
would bless Hannah and Elkanah. “May the 
Lord give you more children,” Eli said.

God did bless Hannah and her husband. In 
the years that followed, God gave them more 
than she had asked for—three more sons and 
two daughters. They lived at home with their 
mother and father. But little Samuel lived at the 
tabernacle and helped Priest Eli. 

Hannah missed little Samuel, but she kept 
her promise to God. She had given her son to 
the Lord to be Priest Eli’s helper. She would 
see him only once a year when the family went 
to Shiloh again. But that was all right because 
she loved the Lord, and she was happy to have 
Samuel serve Him. Samuel was happy to help 
Priest Eli. Samuel was happy to help God. OLF

Helping  
Pastor Mike
Rob Robinson

R ing! Ring! Ring! The telephone rang early one 
morning at Jaime and Pablo’s house. Ring! Ring! 

Ring! The telephone woke up Jaime and Pablo.
“It’s not a problem, Pastor Mike,” they heard 

Mama say. “I’ll see you in just a little bit then.” Jaime 
and Pablo wondered what Mama was talking about. 

“How come Pastor Mike is calling us so early in 
the morning?” Jaime asked.

“He has to go to a meeting this morning, but his 
wife has to work a little bit longer at the hospital. He 
needs someone to watch Mark while he is gone to his 
meeting. I told him we would be glad to help him by 
taking care of Mark while he is gone.”

“Yes!” Jaime said, “Now we’ll have someone else 
to play with today.”

“Hooray!” Pablo shouted. “I can pull him around 
in my wagon.”

“But before we can do any of that, I know two 
little boys who need to go get dressed quickly,” Mama 
said. “Pastor Mike and Mark will be here in just a few 
minutes. We will have breakfast, and then you can go 
out to play.”

Jaime and Pablo raced back to their bedroom. 
They got dressed quickly and raced back out to the 
family room to wait for Pastor Mike and Mark. After 
waiting for what seemed like an awfully long time, they 
finally heard a car pulling into the driveway.

Jaime and Pablo ran to open the door. “Mark’s 
here! Mark’s here!” they seemed to sing together. 
Mama opened the door for Pastor Mike and Mark.

“Thank you for watching Mark for a little while this 
morning,” Pastor Mike said as he dropped off a bagful of 
books and toys and clothes for Mark. “You are helping 
me so much by doing this today. Thank you!”

Pastor Mike hugged Mark and was soon driving 
away to his meeting.

Mama got breakfast ready while Jaime, Pablo, and 
Mark looked at books from the bag that Pastor Mike 
had left.

After breakfast, Jaime, Pablo, and Mark helped Mama 
wash dishes before they all went out to the backyard.

“Let’s go on a safari and see what we can find,” 
Jaime said. And with that, all three boys headed in 
different directions as they explored the backyard.

Jaime found a ladybug crawling on a big green leaf. 
Pablo found a pinecone that had fallen down from a 
tall pine tree. And Mark found a slippery, slimy snail!

Next, they went to dig in the sandbox. Jaime 
made a tall castle in the sand. Pablo made a long, long 
road for his toy car. And Mark tried to make a little 
house for his slippery, slimy snail!

Soon it was getting too hot to play outdoors. 
Mama helped all three boys wash up before going 
indoors to play. She brought out a big box of markers 
and lots of drawing paper. Soon all three boys were 
busy drawing pictures of things that were very special 
to them. Jaime drew a picture of the sandcastle he had 
made. Pablo drew a picture of a pine tree with lots 
and lots of pinecones. And Mark drew a picture of a 
slippery, slimy snail!

Before too long, Pastor Mike was knocking on 
the door, ready to take Mark back home. Mama 
packed the books and toys back into Mark’s bag.

“Thank you so much for watching Mark for me,” 
Pastor Mike said. “This was a big help to me. I really 
appreciate it.”

“We enjoyed helping you,” Mama said. “We ate 
breakfast, went on a safari, played in the sandbox, and 
drew some pictures.”

“And we had fun helping you,” Jaime and Pablo 
said.

“I had fun, too, Daddy. I even made a brand-new 
friend today,” Mark said as he reached his hand into his 
shirt pocket and pulled out a slippery, slimy snail! OLF

Kindergarten Lesson Message: We serve God when we 
help God’s leaders.

6

K
in

de
rg

ar
te

n

Parents: Daily lesson activities can be found in the Kindergarten Bible Study Guide (quarterly).  
The page 7 story will help you help your child apply the lesson story to his or her life. 
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S taci bounced out of the car just as soon as Mother 
let her out of her car seat. A moving van was 

parked in the driveway of a house at the end of the 
block. “Mother, who’s moving into that house?” Staci 
asked.

“I learned today that it is a family named Wilson,” 
Mother said, smiling. “They have a girl about your age. 
I know you will want to meet her.” 

“Could I go meet her later today, please?”
“That’s a nice idea,” said Mother. “I’ll walk over 

with you later this afternoon. We can take some banana 
bread I made yesterday.” 

Later that day Staci and her mother walked down 
the street to meet the new family. Almost as soon as the 
doorbell buzzed, a tall lady opened the door. 

“My name is Staci,” said Staci with a big smile. “I 
want to meet your daughter.” 

“We brought you a welcome gift,” said Mother, 
handing the banana bread to the lady. “We live two 
houses from here.”

“Thank you. Won’t you come 
in?” Mrs. Wilson said. “Let me go 
get Jana.” Mrs. Wilson left the room 
and returned with her daughter walk-
ing slowly beside her. “Jana, this is 
Staci. She wants to get acquainted 
with you.” 

Staci looked into the brown eyes 
of a girl with dark curls, wearing a 
bright-blue dress—and a shiny leg 
brace. When Staci saw the brace, she 
looked at her mother uncertainly. 
Mother smiled gently and nudged her 
forward.

“Go ahead, Staci,” Mother said. 
“I’ll talk with Mrs. Wilson while you 
and Jana get acquainted.” 

An hour later Staci and her 
mother walked home in silence. Staci 
still was quiet while Mother fixed 
the evening meal. She helped put the 
plates and silverware on the table. 

“Is there anything you want to 
talk about?” Mother asked. 

All of a sudden, the words 
seemed to spill out. “Jana’s very 

nice. I liked seeing her room and toys,” Staci began. 
“Do you know why she has that thing on her leg?” 

“I didn’t ask,” Mother answered.
“I didn’t know what to play because I didn’t want 

to hurt her,” Staci said.
“I think you must have done fine,” Mother said. “Jana 

probably wants to be treated just like you want to be treat-
ed. You know, like Jesus tells us in the golden rule.”

“ ‘Do to others what you would have them do to 
you’ ” (Matthew 7:12, NIV). Staci said, “But what if 
she can’t play the games I know?”

“I’m sure she will tell you if she can’t play what 
you suggest,” Mother answered.

“I feel better talking about her,” Staci said. “I did 
tell her I would come by tomorrow so we could play 
together.”

“I’m sure she will be happy to have a friend in her 
new neighborhood already,” Mother said.

“And I’ll be happy to have a new friend,” Staci 
said. OLF

Staci’s New Friend
                                                                                                                       Jane Landreth
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